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MAHA RAJA APURVA KRISHNA. 


Encouraged and patronized by Capt. Roebuck, of the 
Bengal Army, the author of the following Persian Poem was 
engaged in transcribing the Ferhung Jehangheeree, a Persian 
Dictionary, when he happened to become acquainted with 
Moulovee Ruyaz Ali,an eminent Oriental scholar, who perfectly 
jpiesstood the Arabic, Persian, and Urdu Languages, and 
who l^jd written a commentary on the celebrated SadPs 
Ghulstan*and Bhostan. The Moulovee was pleased to ex- 
press his admiration of the authors style of penmanship ; 
and evinced a desire to cultivate his acquaintance ; and thus, 
gradually, an intimacy was formed, which lasted many 
years. 

One day the Moulovee favored me with a visit, and in the 
course of conversation, offered to introduce me to his patron. 
Raja Apurva Krishna Bahadur, a great encourager of Oriental 
Literature, a liberal, high-minded young nobleman, and brave 
withal. A very amusing anecdote is told of his bravery, 
while yet a child. Once during the Doorga Poojah Festival, 
which is held annually at the Rajahs family-residence in 
Sobha Bazar, and celebrated for fifteen days, with a pomp and 
magnificence scarcely equalled in any other part of India, the 
solemnity was honored and graced with the presence of Lord 
William Cavendish Bentinck, G. C. B,, Governor General of 
India, accompanied by Lady Bentinck, by Vicount Comber- 
mere, Commander-in-Chief, by the Members of Council and 
other Europeans of rank and station. Several Nawabs, 
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Rajas and Native Gentlemen were also present on the occa- 
sion. While the company was entertained by the dancing 
and singing of the Hidoostanee Nautch-Girls, the Raja, then 
only ten years old, came out richly attired, with a profusion 
of gold and precious stones on his person, and a sword sus- 
pended to his girdle. Unabashed by the presence of so many 
illustrious strangers, he received them with the greatest 
politeness and self-possession, and spoke to then! with that 
innate courtesy and ease, so peculiar to the aristocracy in afl 
countries. Lord Bentinck was equally struck and delighted 
with the handsome appearance and courtly demeanour of the 
young Raja, and among other questions which His Lordship 
put to him, was one concerning the use of the sword. With- 
out the least hesitation the youth replied, “ Its use is best-s^^ 
when it is needed/ 3 It is hardly necessary to say, ho^ much 
his Lordship was pleased with the smartness and propriety 
of the answer. 

This description of the Raja left me no choice but to 
accede immediately to the Moulvee’s request ; and we accord- 
ingly set out together for His Highness’s residence. I was 
received with much kindness, and though yet a stranger, had 
the honor to be enrolled among his literary companions. 

One fine moonlight night in spring, I waited on the Ra- 
ja, and found him engaged, with some of his literary friends 
composing verses. I could not help observing, that no one 
present ever ventured to gainsay his opinions, or to offer any, as 
an improvement on his own. Nor did this appear to be the 
result of base sycophancy, or of servile timidity. It was ra- 
ther a tacit admission of the supremacy which genius invaria- 
bly exercises over less gifted minds. I was naturally induced 
to enquire by whom this highly intellectual and accom- 
plished young nobleman had been educated. The Moul- 
vee told me that himself, and Moulvee Kader Ali, a man of 
great learning, had had the honor to be his tutors. It is 
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remarkable, be continued, that the Raja, in his earlier days, 
was very inattentive to his studies ; spending most of his 
time in the chase, in field-sports, and other amusements, so 
common to youths of his age and rank. Yet, in the midst of 
this seeming carelessness, it was easy to discover, in him the 
evidences of talent of no common order, to which he added 
a bearing, that at once combined dignity of character with 
kindness of disposition. His brothers, meanwhile, were stea- 
dy youths, remarkable for their constant and assiduous appli- 
cation ; and thus they gained the esteem and approbation of 
all who knew them. The family were not a little pained at 
observing this difference between the subject of this memoir 
and his brothers, and frequently expressed their deep regret 
t the premature death of his father, should have exposed 
this otherwise promising youth, to the danger of following 
his own wayward inclinations. 

Some time after this, Moulvee Kader Ali returned to his 
native city, Azeemabad ; and the education of the young 
Raja which had been hitherto exclusively confided to that 
gentleman, was now entrusted to several teachers. It was 
just at this period, that the Raja Apurva Krishna gave the 
first indications of that thirst after knowledge, which has 
since become his ruling passion. 

He called back the learned companions of his father, 
whose services had been dispensed with, to him, namely, 
myself, Brojololl Moonshee, a great poet, and Roy Madub 
Lochon Mittre, Dewan to the Nabob of Dacca,, and a relative 
of the Raja’s. He did not so much as commence a regular 
course of study under us, but began to hold frequently con- 
versations on literary subjects. I only put him in the way of 
rhyming, and this, I observe with pleasure, has sufficed to 
have him turned out such a great poet. He often subscribes 
himself at the end of his poems Cower, for the sake of 
abbreviation. 
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One day having settled his Rajghee affairs, the Raja or- 
dered his Dewan to prepare for a voyage to Hindustan, which 
he intended to perform ; as being satisfied with a sight of the 
British Government, its customs and manners, he longed to 
feast his eyes with the Durbar at Delhi Court, held by His 
Majesty, Mahomed Abu-zuffer Seraj-ud-deen Bahadur Shah 
Padshaha Gazie, and then to gratify his curiosity after the 
Court of Oude. The Raja thence proposed to set out on a 
pilgrimage to Hurdwar, Muthoora, Benares and Gya. 

No sooner was the order issued, than the Dewan busied 
himself in getting all the habilitations ready, which being 
completed, he informed his master of it. The astrologers, 
agreeably to a custom with the Vedists, were then consulted 
as to the time of his setting out, and on an auspicious day, thm^ 
determined on. His Highness proceeded on his tour. ^A few 
days brought him to Moorshedabad — the Nevrab Nazim 
whereof was then at Calcutta, and in consequence no interview 
could possibly take place. He, however, remained here three 
‘days; during which he observed the habits and usages of the 
land, and the Native Balls, and distributed charity among the 
poor, whom the news of his arrival had ushered into his 
presence. 

The voyage was then resumed over the Ganges, till at last 
the precincts of Bengal were left behind. The joy that was 
thus diffused into the breast of the Raja, was without bounds ; 
but it was like others of the same species rapidly drawing 
to a close. The smiling aspect of the heavens was no longer 
to be seen, and on a sudden a dreadful storm arose that 
ruffled the river so calm the moment before, whose billows 
now rose mountain-high, dashed with the greatest impetu- 
osity against the vessels, and capsized all with the valuable 
goods and victuals therein, save the one that contained the 
treasure and the other vessel of the Raja’s body-guards, 
which were however much damaged. 
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Providentially, the crew, with the exception of Lalla Bro- 
Jolall Moonshee, escaped death with the greatest difficulty. 
The tempest raged incessantly for three days and nights 
with an unabating degree of fury* during which the Raja 
with his men thus saved from a watery grave were still in 
the greatest apprehension of perishing through hunger. This 
melancholy scene was acted at Cahulgawon, in the vicinity 
of Monghyr. Thus was the Raja compelled to leave off the 
enterprise, and to cut back the liquid waves for his residence 
at Calcutta, . His attention was again turned to his poetical 
studies, and he now composed an excellent poem in Urdu, 
entitled the Dewan. Kaissaa Charearee, an Urdu novel in 
prose and verse, was next accomplished. Two other poetical 
novels under the name of Musnavi soon succeeded. The 
Persian and Turkish Tales in English were then translated 
in Urdu proSe, and a Dewan in Persian was next undertaken. 

These works are dedicated and have been presented to the 
potentates of the East and West as follows. 

To the Emperor of Hindustan, Mahomed Abu-zuffer Seraj- 
ud-deen Bahadur Shah Padsha Gazie, the Urdu compositions 
were submitted, which met with a favourable reception from 
His Majesty ; and whereon the emperor remarked, that the 
Raja’s attachment and thankfulness were acknowledged with 
more pleasure than had been those of his forefathers at the 
court of Delhi, and in fine, confirmed him in his hereditary 
titles of Raja and Bahadur, which had been conferred by the 
same court. 

When the Persian Dewan, dedicated to His Majesty, in con- 
formity to His Majesty’s permission, was presented thereto, 
the emperor was exceedingly gratified therewith, and appoint- 
ed him as an Honorary Poet to His Majesty’s court. Not 
satisfied with this recompense of the Raja’s literary labours, 
the emperor was pleased to send him in return an Urdu 
Dewau, composed by His Majesty, in company with a Fir- 
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man to his address. To pass an opinion on this Dewan 
of the emperor, we should observe, that scarcely any similar 
work in Urdu can stand on a par with it. Whether we view 
it in regard to sentiment or language, we find it is a master- 
piece in Urdu. The amorous subjects contained herein are 
not of a grovelling or trivial nature, but are, as it were, certain 
modifications of the noblest ideas of the God-head, as are con- 
tained in the Koran. The emperor has subscribed himself in 
this work by the name of Zuffer 3 and we may here remark, 
that a thorough knowledge in Urdu the Delhi court alone 
can boast of, since the very invention of it is attributable to 
the emperor Akbar, from whom the present sovereign claims 
his direct descent 3 and hence we can boldly asseverate, that 
of all the works which have been, or will be, composed in 
Urdu, that of the emperor should rank among tlje fore-* 
most. Having surveyed the History of Timur, Ifis^majesty^s 
forefather, composed agreeably to his permission, in Persian 
verse. His Majesty has been pleased to order a- new, for a con- 
tinuation of the work down to the latest times. A transla- 
tion of it in English, similarly undertaken by the Raja, 
has been accomplished. 

When the Urdu works were presented to His Majesty, 
the King of Oude, Mahomed Ali Shah, Firmans and Kheluts 
came in troops from that court 3 and there still exists a cor- 
respondence with his successor and the Raja. 

During his sojourn at Calcutta, Prince Feroze-Shah, 
son of Meerza Soliman Shekoh, grand-son of Shah Allum 
Padsha, and cousin to the present emperor of Delhi, 
entertained a friendly feeling towards the Raja, who offered 
one of his Urdu works to His Royal Highness, and was 
thereby rewarded with a gold medal, as a token of regard for 
the work. On one side of the medal is engraven in Persian 
characters, the descent of His Royal Highness from Shah 
Allum Padsha, and on the other, a remark on the extent of 
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the Rajahs knowledge, which, in the opinion of His Royal 
Highness, as expressed in this medal, entitles him to the place 
of “ the Prince of Poets,” 

His Royal Highness, Prince Waldemar of Prussia, who 
with his aids-de-camp, Count Oriola and Count Grevin, dis- 
played his heroism under the British flag, in the late Seikh 
Wars, whilst at Calcutta, admitted none but the Raja to the 
honour of an audience ; and in approval of his Urdu work, 
presented him a royal letter of acknowledgement. 

The King of Prussia, Frederick William, in return for the 
work presented to His Majesty, awarded the Raja a gold 
medal, as a royal acknowledgement of his work, written in 
German, to the following purport. 

✓ “ To Raja Apurva Krishna Bahadur, Honorary Poet to the King 
of Delhi*' 

• • 

“With pleasure I have received your Urdu Musnavi; and feel 
happy to award you a gold medal for science with thanks. 

Frederick William." 

The medal has His Majesty*s head on one side, encompass- 
ed by the following : “ Friedr. Wilhelm IV. Koenig V. 
Preussen Jachtman F.” Around these are four armorial 
signs, with certain decorations. On the other side of the me- 
dal is a representation of the God Apollo, with his car and 
four horses, and seven signs, resembling the constellations. 

When the Urdu Musnavi was despatched to the republic of 
Hamburg, it really met with that warm encouragement 
whereto it is entitled. No bounds were set to the eulogiums 
they heaped upon the production ; and in fine, the work has 
exalted the Royal Poet so high in their estimation, that they 
have with the greatest avidity elected him as an honorary 
member of one of the flourishing Academies therein. Nor 
was this all. Further to display their esteem towards him, 
and to heighten his glory the still more, the republic have 
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submitted through his medium, a work, composed by one of 
their Vakeels at Constantinople, to the emperor of Delhi. 
This beautiful composition in German, comprises an accurate 
geography, and an historical sketch of the earth, with several 
maps and illustrations. His Imperial Majesty has accepted 
the worthy present, and forwarded an acknowledgement there- 
of through His Majesty’s Poet-Latureat. 

The Royal Asiatic Society at London, as well as others es- 
tablished at different localities, have also lavished praises on 
the Raja’s Urdu productions. Nor have the late Governors- 
General of India, the Earl of Auckland and Lord Ellenbo- 
rough, the Commanders-in- Chief, and the Members of the 
Council been backward with their regards for the Raja’s 
works. Several of the foreign Princes, Marquisses, and Counts, 
the Rajas, and the Nabobs of India, and in short, mgn of all 
orders of nobility, both of the East and the WestJ hold con- 
stant correspondence with him. 

Scarcely would a public transaction take place in Calcutta, 
whereof our Poet Laureate can be an idle spectator — scarcely 
any melancholy scene which does not demand his sympathy 
and commisseration, or which his purse is not exhausted to 
alleviate — or any laudable undertaking that he upholds not. 

Proofs of his strong and zealous encouragement of learn- 
ing are indeed numerous in their number. Every institution 
in Calcutta has participated in his munificency. He has on 
several occasions awarded Gold Medals, Books, and Cash to 
the deserving alumni of the Medical College and other schools 
in Calcutta, for which acts of generosity the Council of Edu- 
cation have paid him their best thanks with their acknow- 
ledgements thereof. 

To the poor and the distressed, his hand is ever stretched 
out. His complacency of manners, and politeness of beha- 
viour have been repeatedly acknowledged by the Lottery 
Committee. 
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As regards his religious principles, he is a despiser of no 
creed, though a follower of Vedism, the faith of his fore- 
fathers. 

He belongs to the Kayust Caste, — and is the only one in 
India who has an undisputed right to the first sandal and 
garland in every Kayust community. 

He has two Ranees, one daughter, and three sons namely. 
Cowers, Cower Krishna, Opendra Krishna, and Nogindra 
Krishna, Bahadurs. To the marriage of the eldest, all Koolins 
or the first in caste among the Brahmins and Kayusts were 
invited ; and an Akjae of the latter was formed, which cost 
the Raja more than fifty thousand Rupees. 

About a lakh of Rupees was expended on his father's and 
-grand- mother’s Shraddus. His titles are Raja, Bahadur, 
Poet Roiy$i, # member of the Hamburg Academy, and of several 
other committees and establishments. Of these, the two 
first are hereditary, achieved by the Rajah’s grand-father. 
Nub krishna, from the court of Delhi, and acknowledged by 
the late Governor-General of India, the Earl of Auckland, 
and the last are what he himself has acquired. 

He is the fourth son of Raja Raj Krishna, whose life we 
give a short sketch of in the sequel. 


LIFE OF MAH A RAJA RAJ KRISHNA. 

This distinguished individual possessed in an eminent 
degree the urbanity of a gentleman. His frankness of dis- 
position, and his hospitality surpass description. Valour was 
one of his prominent characteristics. His Durbar was generally 
thronged by the learned of every class, in whose company he 
often delighted to spend his time. No wonder, therefore, 
that he should prove a figure in the literary community. 
Serajuddeen Ali Khan, the first Cazi, or doctor of law in 
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the British Empire of India, a master of the Urdu, Arabic, 
and Persian languages, and author of many excellent Persian 
poems, where-to the name of Moujed was affixed, was the 
Raja’s preceptor in his Persian studies ; while Mirza Jhan, 
of noble extraction, equally eminent in the walks of Persian, 
Arabic, and Urdu prose and verse, and father of several 
Urdu poetical compositions, subscribed at the end by the 
name of Tupaish, instructed the Rajah in Urdu. He it was 
who celebrated in Urdu poetry, the Durga Poojah Festivals, 
held annually at the Raja’s, and the pomp and parade con- 
nected therewith. 

Among the distinguishing traits in the Raja’s character, 
might be observed, a great love of music and dancing. He 
frequently beguiled his tardy hours so employed. 

Mirza Aubul Casern Khan Bahadur, Meer Jhan, Moulovee , 
Fazla Moula Khan, Rayaz Ali, Kadur Ali, and Brojolall 
Moonsee, &c. ^vere his aids-de-camp. Of these, the first has 
composed in Urdu verse the memoir of the Rajah. He is now 
employed as tutor of the Urdu to His Highness, the Newab 
Nazim of Moorshedabad. 

The Raja has composed five Dewans and a Musnavi called 
Ishkh Namah in Urdu — and a Dewan, a Musnavi, entitled 
the Kaissa Baha-Ram Shah, and a prose work in the Persian 
language ; and for the sake of abbreviation, subscribed at the 
end of these by the name of Raja. His Royal Highness, 
Prince Soliman Sheko, brother of Shah Akbar II., and grand- 
son to Shah Allum Padsha, wrote a recommendatory note to 
the Raja, for having one of his Highness 5 courtiers installed 
into his service, and the Raja deeming it an honor done to 
him, heartily complied with the request. 

When the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India, Lord Minto, arrived at Calcutta, he wished to have 
an interview with the Raja, who, however, was then at 
Benares. 
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It is difficult to enumerate the several pilgrimages the 
Raja proceeded on to Gya and Benares* or to form an esti- 
mate of the many lakhs expended on these occasions. 

On his learning the Governor General’s desire to hold a 
personal conference with him* the Raja set out for Calcutta* 
and arrived during the Durga Poojah Holidays* whereto he 
iavited his Lordship* who accordingly in company with 
his aids-de-camp* and several noblemen, both European and 
Native, attended on the occasion* and were very courteously re- 
ceived by the Raja with otter and nose-gay. 

Many of the Nabobs, Sirdars, Rajas, and European gen- 
tlemen of the first rank, we're in friendship with the Raja. 

He was a great patronizer of learning* in encouraging the 
pursuit of which no money was spared. The Pundits were 
often ifl^his company. He was a Yedist* and spent several 
thousands of Rupees in promoting the progress of Vedism. 
In all Kayust Sobhas or assemblies* he was invariably entitled 
to the first Garland and Sandal. His hereditary titles were 
Raja and Bahadur. 

He had six Ranees, eight sons* and three daughters. 

Three lakhs of Rupees were expended on the occasion of 
the marriages of his three daughters and five sons, during one 
of which occasions an Akjae took place. A sum of sixty- 
thousand Rupees was spent on his father’s Shraddu. 

Raja Nub Krishna was father to the Raja* and grand-fa- 
ther to our Poet-Laureat ; a short account of whose life is 
given as follows : — 


LIFE OF MAHA RAJA NUB KRISHNA. 

The fortune, dignity* greatness* and the eminence this Raja 
acquired in society are to be attributed to the vast extent of 
his erudition. After the arrival of Lord Clive in Bengal, 




Digitized by Google 



12 


the Baja was appointed as Moonshee to his Lordship ; and 
his dexterity and address in the discharge of his duties soon 
won him his Lordship’s favour. 

He was “ extremely zealous in the English cause, during 
the troubles preceding Meer Jaffer’s elevation to the Su- 
badary. When the war broke out with Meer Quasim, he 
attended Major Adams, and continued with that comman- 
der, till the Subadar was driven out of the province. His 
address and attachment to the English, recommended him 
to Lord Clive, who made him Baynian to the Committee, 
in which office he continued the three years likewise of Mr. 
Verelst’s Government. This nomination only implied his 
being an Agent for the Committee in the political transac- 
tions with the country powers .” — Vide Verelst’s view of 
Bengal . Page 28. ^ 

In this capacity, Nub Krishna accompanied tord Clive 
on a visit to the emperor Shah Allura. When the Dewannee 
of the three Soubahs of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, was con- 
ferred on his Lordship, as the company’s representative, with 
Kheluts, and the various titles of Ameer-ul-Mamalek, Nabab, 
Sabut Jung, and Bahadur, and a Firman, Nub Krishna had 
all along an active hand in the proceedings ; for there was 
none besides the Raja in that period, either on the empe- 
ror’s side or that of the English, who combined an intimate 
knowledge of the Persian with that of English. The Raja 
gave so much satisfaction, both to the emperor, and his Lord- 
ship in these transactions, that they both were resolved to 
aggrandise his greatness and to improve the conspicuous po- 
sition he already held in society. Thus his generous Majesty 
of Delhi, addressed him a Firman with the titles of Raja, 
and Bahadur, and presented him Kheluts of the following 
articles — Jama, Turban, a sword and a shield. Diamond Sur- 
paich, and Jegah, a necklace of pearls, a Toge, Flag, Kettle- 
drum and Jhallardar Palkee. The honours of six-thousand 
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“ Man sub, or infantry, and four-thousand Suvar or cavalry” 
were also awarded to him. The English Government bes- 
towed on him an elephant, and a gold medal of the following 
nature. 

It consists of two gold orbs, united together, of which one 
is greater in dimension than the other. The obverse of the 
smaller one which is at the upper extremity, contains Lord 
Clive’s Coat of Arms, among which there is a circle contain- 
ing the following words. “Tria. Juncta. In. Uno.” Under- 
neath these arms are written “ Audaciter, et, sincere.” The 
reverse has the Honourable Company’s Arms, wherein are 
written “ Engleind comp.” The larger piece has in Persian, 
a true translation of which is the sequel. 

“ As the invaluable services rendered to the Honourable 
MerchalHs* the English Company, elicited the titles of Raja 
and Bahadur, for Rajah Nub Krishna Bahadur, in the 
year 1187* from His Imperial Majesty’s Court, the said Com- 
pany are pleased to award this token of their regard, ac- 
companied by the Coat of Arms of Ameer-ul-Mamalek, 
Lord Clive Nabob Sabut Jung Bahadur.” 

In short, the intelligence, the liberality, the fortune, the 
honour, the glory, and a regard for learning of the Raja’s 
admit not of a parallel in the native community. 

There was not the least shadow of uneasiness with him in 
any day of his life. The vast [sum expended by him in 
promoting the propagation of his faith is incalculable. The 
rod of the Kayust caste, so to speak, was in his hand 5 and 
it is therefore superfluous to add, that the honour of the first 
garland and sandal in every Kayust corporation was sacred 
to him. He made an Akjae of the Kooiins. 

He had an only son. Rajah Rajkrishna, a sketch of whose 
life has been already given ; and three daughters and seven 
wives. 

More than three lakhs were laid out in the marriages of 


Digitized by 


Google 


14 


his children ; and more than seven lakhs in the festivities of 
his mother’s Shraddu. 

He was decended from a noble family. 

Such are the faint sketches of the lives of these three 
prominent characters in society $ translated from their me- 
moirs in Persian verse, by Moonshee Taeb Alla, a literary com- 
panion to our worthy Poet Laureat, Rajah Apurva Krishna 
Bahadur. 


. / 
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